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Not until 1859, however, did Smith succeed in securing Thack-
eray's exclusive services. When he conceived the plan of The
Cornhill Magazine in that year, he persuaded Thackeray to be-
come first his principal contributor and then his editor. The un-
paralleled success of their venture cemented the friendship of the
two men, which continued unaltered even after Thackeray re-
signed the CornhilPs editorship in March, 1862. During these
years Thackeray, who was always careless about money, came to
use his publisher as his banker.

His mode of suggesting to me that a cheque would be convenient was
characteristic [Smith relates]. He would walk into my room in Pall
Mall with both his trouser pockets turned inside out, a silent and ex-
pressive proof of their emptiness. I used to take out my cheque-book and
look at him enquiringly. He mentioned the sum required and the trans-
action was completed.160

After Thackeray's death, Smith was long the trusted adviser of
his daughters. He bought their father's copyrights from-them for
what was considered at the time a very generous sum, and most of
the standard editions of Thackeray's Works have consequently ap-
peared under the imprint of Smith, Elder, and Company. This
investment proved most fortunate, and Smith was not less happy
in his other enterprises. His large fortune enabled him in 1882 to
crown his career by undertaking the publication of The Dictionary
of National Biography, one of the supreme achievements of Eng-
lish scholarship, which he did not live to see completed.

THE STANLEYS OF ALDERLEY

Vanity Fair gained Thackeray an enviable position in English
society and opened many doors that had hitherto been closed to
him. Among his new associates he found few more congenial than
the ranking Whig aristocrats, but though he knew the Hollands,
the Palmerstons, and the Russells well, he formed his closest alli-

160 The same, p. 72.